
Cen t e r  o f  exc e l l en c e
Ut il it y o f  t h e  Fu t u r e

Bo o s t in g  kn o w l e d g e , in n o va t io n  a n d  
c o l l a b o r a t io n  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  Un ive r s a l  Ac c e s s



Th e  c h a l l e n g e

Un ive r s a l
a c c e s s

Wa t e r  & 
s a n it a t io n

2.0billion

3.6billion

People without access 
to safely managed 
drinking water

People without access 
to safely managed 
sanitation 

+ Climate change

+ Water scarcity

+ Energy crisis 

+ Population growth
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St r a t e g ic  p il l a r s

KNOWLEDGE

INNOVATION

COLLABORATION



Kn o w l e d g e

 Te c h n ic a l /n o n -t e c h n ic a l  s k il l s
 Br a in  d r a in
 Kn o w l e d g e  t r a n s f e r  r e q u ir e d

 Op e n  kn o w l e d g e
 Pr a c t ic a l  t o o l s /ma t e r ia l
 Cr o s s -f e r t il iza t io n



Kn o w l e d g e

Ar t ic u l a t e , g e n e r a t e , d is s e min a t e  a n d  mu l t ip l y 
p r a c t ic a l  a n d  h ig h -va l u e  kn o w l e d g e  a c c e s s ib l e  t o  a l l .

1. Uo F 4.0 : b u s in e s s  p l a n n in g , n r w , c r e d it w o r t h in e s s , d ig it a l  
t r a n s f o r ma t io n

2. Uo f  imp l e me n t a t io n
3. Ut il it y c r o s s -f e r t il iza t io n  a n d  e xp e r ie n c e  s h a r in g
4. Tr a in in g  ma t e r ia l  (o p e n  a c c e s s  / r e p l ic a b l e )



 La c k l e a d e r s h ip  b u y-in
 n o  in c e n t ive s
 Se c t o r  e n vir o n me n t

 In n o va t io n  c u l t u r e
 Exp e r ime n t a t io n  / p r o t o t yp in g
 s c e n a r io s  f o r  d is c u s s io n

INNOVATION



INNOVATION

c h a l l e n g e  c r e a t ivit y t o  c r e a t e  impa c t f u l  s o l u t io n s  f o r  
t h e  w a t e r  s e c t o r .

1. Uo F Yo u n g  w a t e r  p r o f e s s io n a l  in n o va t io n  c h a l l e n g e
2. In n o va t io n  p il o t s  + Sc a l in g  u p
3. in n o va t ive  Pr o j e c t s : a t t r a c t io n  a n d  r e t e n t io n  yo u n g  p r o f e s s io n a l s



COLLABORATION

 Sil o  me n t a l it y
 in c e n t ive s /g o a l s /p r io r it ie s
 n o  c l a r it y f o r  b e n e f ic ia r ie s

 Ta l k  / s h a r e
 De ve l o p me n t  o f  s yn e r g ie s
 Me e t in g  p o in t



COLLABORATION

De ve l o p  s yn e r g ie s  t o  u n it e  d ive r s e  e xp e r t is e  a n d  e xp l o it  
t h e  f u l l  p o t e n t ia l  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t ive  s t r e n g t h .

1. Co mmu n it ie s /n e t w o r ks  –  o p e n /s o c ia l : 
1. Gl o b a l  yo u n g  w a t e r  p r o f e s s io n a l  n e t w o r k
2. We s t e r  Ba l ka n s  p r o j e c t

2. Sc e n a r io s  f o r  c o l l a b o r a t io n



r e p l ic a b il it y / 
s c a l a b il it y

St r a t e g ic  
Th in kin g  (DNA)

Su s t a in a b l e  
c a pa c it ie s

Ac c e l e r a t o r  
e n g in e

A

BC

A

B

C

Kn o w l e d g e  + In n o va t io n  + Co l l a b o r a t io n  = Ac c e l e r a t io n



20 23

Wo r l d  Ba n k  UTILITY OF THE FUTURE
Yo u t h  Wa t e r  In n o va t io n  Ch a l l e n g e  
f o r  t h e  Ne w  Cl im a t e  Re a l it y 



Th e  in it ia t ive

Th e  c h a l l e n g e  is  d e s ig n e d  t o  
a c c e l e r a t e  w a t e r  in n o va t io n  

a n d  u n l o c k  t h e  p o t e n t ia l  o f  yo u n g  
in n o va t o r s  a q u a p r e n e u r s  g l o b a l l y.



Th e  in it ia t ive

We  a im  t o  
id e n t if y a n d  s u p p o r t  

yo u n g s h o o t in g  s t a r s  
b y p r o v id in g  t h e m  a c c e s s  t o  

t e c h n ic a l  t r a in in g , n e t w o r k s , a n d  
m e n t o r s h ip,

t o  p il o t  a n d s c a l e  t r a n s f o r m a t ive  
w a t e r  s o l u t io n s .



Th e  Ch a l l e n g e

To o  m u c hTo o  l it t l e

To o  p o l l u t e d Mis m a n a g e d



Time l in e

Co n n ec t in g   
yo u n g  

p r o f e s s io n a l s

Reg is t r a t io n
Gl o b a l  Ca l l  t o

 a c t io n

Pr e s en t a t io n s  
An d  s e l ec t io n

s h o r t  l is t

Men t o r in g  
a n d  

a c c e l e r a t io n

Se l ec t io n  
w in n e r  

t e a m

No v 20 23 DEC 20 23 –  f e B 20 24 MAR 20 24 –  Apr  20 24 MAY 20 24 –   SEP 20 24 SEP 20 24

COP28
Du b a i

In t e r n a t io n a l
Wo r l d  

Wa t e r  d a y

Hyb r id
Mu l t ip l e   

l o c a t io n s

Wo r l d
Wa t e r  Week

Sw ed en

Yo u n g  Wa t e r  
Pr o f e s s io n a l  

Ne t w o r k

ECH2O



So me  Wa t e r -Te c h  CEO c h a mp io n s

Ta t ia n a  Es t e ve z 
CEO & Fo u n d e r  
Pe r ma l u t io n

Na vy Mc ke e
CEO & Fo u n d e r  

Ka i Po n o  
So l u t io n s  

Ga b r ie l a  Al me id a  
CEO
NS2

Na ys a n  Sa r a n  
CEO & Fo u n d e r
Ca n n  Fo r e c a s t

Pa t r ic k  De c ke r  
Pr e s id e n t  a n d  CEO 

Xyl e m

https://d.docs.live.net/6acd5be9d7a4d963/Documents/374%20WATER/Ecosystem/Ecosystem%20Partners/World%20Bank/Tatiana%20Estevez
https://d.docs.live.net/6acd5be9d7a4d963/Documents/374%20WATER/Ecosystem/Ecosystem%20Partners/World%20Bank/Navy%20Mckee
https://www.linkedin.com/in/m-gabriela-almeida-318ab127/
https://d.docs.live.net/6acd5be9d7a4d963/Documents/374%20WATER/Ecosystem/Ecosystem%20Partners/World%20Bank/Naysan%20Saran
https://www.linkedin.com/in/patrick-decker-961b9082/


Yo u n g  Wa t e r  
Pr o f e s s io n a l  

Ne t w o r k

ECH O2
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