


Water Utilities as the Driving 
Force to Accelerate Universal 
Access towards SDG-6



 Progress on SGD6 for both  access to safely managed 
drinking water and sanitation services is not promising

 Funds allocated to the sector are not enough to change the 
trend, and are below relevant comparators

 Funds allocated to the sector are well spent and go mainly to 
cover CAPEX costs (yet access rates are stagnated; 
reconstruction, rehabilitation?) 

 Challenge ahead is huge – Billions of Euros

Storyline



Safely Managed 
Drinking Water: 
Population using 
an improved drinking 
water source that is 
available on the 
premises and when 
needed and that is 
free of 
contamination.

Progress on Achieving Universal Access to 
(safely managed) Drinking Water
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Safely Managed 
Sanitation: 
Population using 
an improved 
sanitation facility 
that is not shared 
with other 
households and 
where excreta are 
safely disposed of in 
situ or treated off 
site

Progress on Achieving Universal Access to 
(safely managed) sanitation
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Extensive historical urbanization data for Kosovo is not 
available. Urbanization stands at ~50% as of 2018 in Kosovo

Change in population (total and urbanization)



Data is average of 
data from 3 Western 
Balkan countries

Annual spending on infrastructure and 
irrigation as a share of GDP (2010-2020)



Data is average of 
data from 3 Western 
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Average spending efficiency as a share of GDP: 
approved versus executed, by sector (2011-
2020)



Data is average of 
data from 3 Western 
Balkan countries

How is the WS money being spent – Total WSS 
spending versus CAPEX



 Utilities need to perform satisfactorily
 Operate and maintain properly the systems (get out of the 

build-neglect-rebuild cycle)
 Become financially sustainable and creditworthy

 Strong regulatory framework, with cost-reflective tariffs 
accompanied by subsidy schemes to exclusively support 
people in need

 Private participation and mobilization of private capital 
should be included as an option to finance the CAPEX

What could be done… Initial ideas
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